Home Theaters Systems 



We live in a world where convenience is increasingly growing in demand. For this 
reason many home theater buyers expect convenience when it comes to the purchase 
and set up of their home theater systems. It goes without saying that there are all kinds 
of consumers in the world and even in matters of convenience supply and demand have 
not emerged to create a one size fits all society. We all want similar things in many ways 
yet we still want autonomy and selections from which to choose. 

The demands of a society that likes the ease of buying prepackaged goods have 
reached such a point however that packages are common place in everything from 
prepackaged dinners to prepackaged home theater systems. On one level these types 
of prepackaged theater systems provide a great deal of convenience to consumers. 
Among those benefits is the ability to know the cost of the entire system up front. This is 
actually a small benefit when compared to some of the other benefits that consumers 
who purchase these systems experience. 

Compatibility 

Consumers who purchase these pre packaged home theater systems know when they 
buy the system that every part will work in conjunction with the other parts in the system. 
There are no proprietary issues to worry about, the components have been created and 
designed with the intent of not only working well together but also of complementing 
each other in the process. All pieces work together for maximum quality and 
eff iciency-for the price. 

Price 

Most of these boxed systems will cost less than purchasing similar individual 
components. For many this alone is enough of a reason to purchase a box kit. This is 
actually in addition to the convenience of knowing the price for the entire package 
ahead of time. There is a wide variety of parts and components on the market and you 
can find many pieces in each price range, it is often confusing when comparing prices 
because it is often difficult to understand details of quality simply by comparing boxes. 

Knowledge 

When it comes to the prepackaged box kits, you can actually see and hear them in action 
as a part of the hole. This means that you know how the system will sound when working 
together rather than hearing a hodgepodge of pieces and components while remaining 
unsure of how they really work individually. There is a lot to be said about the ability to 
try something before you buy it. Prepackaged home theater systems allow consumers to 
do just that. 



Installation 



This for many is probably the biggest reason to go with the prepackaged kit rather than a 
huge system of individual component-ease of installation. Most, if not all, of the 
prepackaged kits are very simple to install, which eliminates the need for professional 
installation and takes a great deal of hassle out of the installation process. 

The prepackaged systems are not however, the type of systems you will want to 
purchase if you intend to build a better system over time as they are not easily 
upgradeable and most true enthusiasts are often disappointed with the quality of the 
speakers and sounds that come with these systems. However if you have limited space 
and limited funds, these systems are often a great place to start when it comes to a 
home theater. You can always pass it on to your children if you decide to upgrade later. 

Building a Great Home Theater 

It could be very easy to spend tens of thousands of dollars building the ultimate home 
theater experience for you and your family and if you use your home theater on a regular 
basis and have the money to spare you might find well worth the investment. However, 
you can also build a fantastic home theater for significantly less money if you are willing 
to put a great deal of effort into finding the right parts for the right price for your system. 
Everything comes down to matters of preference and available funds when building any 
sort of home theater. 

The truth of the matter is that most of us cannot afford to spend more than ten thousand 
dollars creating the home theater of our dreams. Many of us must seriously budget well 
in order to spend a couple thousand dollars on our home theaters. The good news is 
that for a few thousand dollars you can create a truly phenomenal home theater if you do 
your homework and invest your money wisely in components for your home theater 
system. 

My first recommendation when building a good quality home theater is to buy one piece 
at a time rather than building it all at once. This allows you to constantly upgrade your 
system without breaking the budget all at once. It also allows you the time to save up for 
better quality pieces within your system rather than attempting to make an all or nothing 
purchase. One thing to remember when purchasing pieces individually is to make sure 
that they are all compatible (this is especially important with speakers, which I 
recommend purchasing together as a set whenever possible). 

The television is the first thing you should purchase when building your home theater as 
almost everything in your home theater will center around your television. High 
definition televisions are becoming more and more common and provide superior 



quality to many other televisions you will find on the market. If you have the means with 
which to purchase this sort of television I highly recommend that you do so. Once you 
have your television you can begin purchasing other components in order to complete 
your system. 

The next component I recommend is a receiver or amplifier. This is the piece that brings 
all other components together. Without a decent receiver it is virtually impossible to 
have a decent home theater. The receiver acts as a sort of conductor for the sound and 
picture of your home theater. This is a piece of equipment that should not be skimped 
on when it comes to quality, as you will completely miss an important part of the 'theater' 
experience without it. 

Next are the speakers. Speakers are also very important to the 'theater' experience of 
your home theater. The speakers are what provide that 'movie quality' sound that is so 
important to most enthusiasts and what will make your system the envy of the 
neighborhood. I highly recommend purchasing speakers as a set in order to insure 
compatibility. 

Finally, the DVD player or recorder rounds out the system. It is up to you and your 
preferences whether or not you wish to invest in a high dollar (at the moment) high 
definition DVD player. If you have HD television and plan to purchase HD disks for your 
movies then this is the way to go. Otherwise it is a complete waste of money in my 
opinion until the rest of your system rises to meet the technology. The good thing about 
purchasing one component at a time is that you can constantly work towards upgrading 
your system to meet rising technology. 

Building a Home Theater on a Budget 

Americans tend to spend a lot of time in front of our television sets. Whether we are 
movie junkies with multiple memberships to Internet movie rental companies or are 
serious addicts to all things reality on television we are addicted to our entertainment. 
Since we spend so much time watching our televisions it makes sense that we make a 
sizeable investment in our home theater in order to get the best possible quality picture 
and sound from our systems. 

We do not, however live in a one size fits all world, which has lead to a good deal of 
healthy competition within the entertainment industry as well as the electronics industry. 
This is excellent news for consumers that must live within the constraints of their 
budgets. As competition emerges along with newer technologies we see a downward 
trend in the prices of existing technology. The real trick however is to be content with 
last year's technology today and you could actually save thousands on your home 
theater. 



If you are even willing to go a step back as far as technology, trust me it isn't evolving all 
that noticeably fast when it comes to home theaters, you can still get a great home 
theater on Ebay or even in your local paper that is of excellent quality for a fraction of 
the cost you would have paid for the system had you purchased it brand new. If you are 
merely budget conscious or are going through a budget famine you should find that 
there are some outstanding options available through second hand home theaters. 

If you are like many (and there is absolutely nothing wrong with this) who do not like 
purchasing used items for whatever reason, the most common being a lack of a 
warranty, then it makes perfect sense not to consider this particular option. Selecting 
this option however does not leave you without options by any means. Perhaps my 
favorite option is to build your own home theater one piece at a time. You might be 
surprised to find that in the end you have a superior system to most of those you will 
find on the market today. 

Life is a series of choices and that process doesn't end at all when you are choosing the 
right home theater for your home and needs. Unfortunately neither does the fact that we 
often must live within budget restrictions that we do not appreciate nearly as much as 
we enjoy the idea of Dolby Digital Surround Sound or Bose speakers. The good news is 
that if you look and take your time by checking out and comparing your likes and dislikes 
in many systems you will have become an informed consumer. This is the best gift you 
can give yourself when shopping around. 

Compare prices, beg, bargain, and barter. See if stores will match the prices of other 
stores or throw in freebies in order to compete. You should also remember that unless 
you have the equipment and skills necessary for the installation of your home theater it 
is quite likely that you will need to pay for that as well. A retailer that is willing to throw in 
free installation might be a bargain worth giving a little more thought. 

In the end, the goal is to get the best possible home theater for your home for the least 
amount of money possible. By learning about your options you will know when you leave 
the store whether or not you got a good deal on the home theater you bought. There 
cannot be enough said about the knowledge you will gain about home theaters through 
this process or what you will learn about the price of things compared to their value. 
More importantly you just might learn the real price we often pay simply to go with a 
name that we know. You can save a great deal of money by taking a chance on emerging 
companies but do your research fist and learn as much about the company as possible 
before you give them your hard earned money. 

Home Theaters Systems 



